neglected aspects of the revival of ethnicity as a factor in Ame rican life . In fact, in some ethnic circles there is concern that the issue of human righ ts is overly abst ract and in ternation al, and that ethnic groups need to concent rate on American issues. St udies Newsl,e t ter notes:
"There has been little or no consid eration given to the concept of ethnici t � as it relates to the issues of human rights."
The l lber alism of the French and American revoluti ons, as well as the Marxist tradition "have ignored the impact of ethnicit y," preferring to defend the individu al from the .
state and, for the Marxist, defending the "pr ole tar late from capital ist exploiters." 3
Williams speaks of the myth of the supposed basic truth expressed more than 200 years ago, ". . . all are endowed by their creator with certain unalienable rights ," for it has never applied to "colored ethnics in the United States ." The American concern for rights had more to do with property and protection of material gains than with the individual American .
Wi lliams cal ls for the lifting of the national conscience, for the present American mood appears to be drifting away from human rights at a very basic grass-roots level .
Reverend Ben Chavis, the acknowledged leader of the Wilmington 10, released from a North Carolina pri son in 1979, wrote in 1978:
In the United States the present reality for mi llions of Black Americans, Native American Indians , Puerto Ricans , Chicanos , Asian Americans and other oppressed national minorities is that the violations of fund amental human rights and freedoms are commonplace. . . .T here are literall y thousands of people imprisoned so lely because of the ir race and poverty . 5
By imprisoning Ben Chavis for nearly ten years , the state of North Carolina was allowed to violate the Constitution of the United States, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights , and the International Conve nant of Civil and Political Rights and the Helsinki Final Act Conference on Human Rights. 6
Gerald R. Gill writes that:
The past several years , from 1977 to the present , have revealed a clear shift in the attitudes of members of Congress , many leading intellectuals and much of the American public toward both social we lfare programs and strategies designed to improve th e lives and livelihoods of blacks , other minorities , and the poor .... Instead of comp assion , one witnesses hostility towards efforts .to reduce economic inequities and to overcome the effects of past discrimin ation .... It is not too much to suggest that behind �his mania is a growing feeling of meanness.
If Americans are unwilling to support soci al welfare programs for racial and ethnic groups, it is highly unlikely that Americans will be concerned with their rights .
In fact, many Americans , who witnessed the 1980 electi on results, may have difficulty viewing ethnic people as human beings.
In the American experience there have been very few ethnic or racial organizations with serious in ter est in human rights and ethnicity.
On the other hand, there have been many ethnic and racial groups interested in civil rights, which are not necessarily the sam e. In fact, if civil rights groups had been interes ted in human rights and worked to estab lish ties with human rights organizations, then the American experi ence in this fie ld might be entirely di fferent .
Human rights, in western societies, has traditionally implied an inherent set of fundamenta l rights for all persons. Civil rights has implied the intervention of the state o r nation and has usually invo lved protecting the individual from attempts to deny or infringe on such rights.
Civil righ ts are thus protected by law and there is nothing inherent abou t them. B
Philip Mason long associated with the Institute for Race Relation� in England, speaks of legal rights and id eal rights. Legal righ ts can be enforced in the co urts of law and ideal rights are those which people have in a just society and are inh erent in al l human beings. 9
Human righ ts, as used· herein, refers to the "ide al" rights basic to human existence: a) the righ t to health--both physical and ment al; b) the right to social security; c) the right to clothing and housing; d) the right to food; e) the righ t to freedom of association; f) the right to work; g) the right to education; h ) the righ t to participate in cu ltural life; and i) the right of self-de termination. l O These are not abstract rights in the sense of life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness; these are basic human right s which all human beings have by virtue of their humanity.
Further, in the Unit ed States, as elsewhere, we need acceptance and recognition of the Int e rnationa l Bi ll of Human Rights which con t ains the model for a global cormnunity tha t is at peace with it self.
Inste ad we have a si tuation in which two-thirds of the world's popu lation is denied the right to an adequate standard of living and some 500 million are denied the right to be free from hunger .ll Ethnocentrism the conviction that one's own group bas extraordinary ' value, linked wit h a suspicion of anyt hing unknown or different, may be the downfa l l of society as we know it in the United St ates.
In this country, ethnocentrism permeates the home, books, newspapers, schools, churches, and mos t other social institutions. Prejudice and acts of discriminat ion have come to provide excuses for exploitation of certain classes or r ace s and women.
Wha t many Ameri can s for get is that most inter-ethnic conflict results, aot from pluralism, but rather from dedication to the stat us quo and an imbalance of power which has racial and eth nic groups at the bottom by design. l 2
As a country, as individuals seeking liberation, as tercbers, as administrators in ethnic and minority studies programs, we need to strive to create an in formed public opinion which serves as the only real safeguard for human rights.
We need to demonstrate that freedom in society, above all else, means that we recognize the justice and creativity of conf lict , di fference and diversity. We need to seek an environ ment of mu tual respect where integration will mean "equal opportunity accompani ed by cultura l diversity in an atmosphere of tolerance ." We need to act now . We need to strive to have everyone judged in one race classi f ication--human. Gandhi declared some years ago that civi lization will be judged by the way mi n or ities are treated. 1 3 We need to push hard to make up for lost time if we are to be judged by t hat criterion alone.
There is not a single organization in th is land that gives serious considerat ion to human rjghts and ethnicity.
On a broader scale , there are few or gan izations in the world that give attention to ethni city and human rights .
But , there are some , and that gives us hope.
By far the oldest organization wit h specific con cern for ethnicity and human rights is The Anti-S la very Society for the Protection of Human Rights and its Committee for Indigen ous People , based in London , England . This is the modern version of the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society and the Aborigines Protect ion Society, both founded in the early nineteenth century. The present-day group is a direct descendent , and through its consultative status with the United Nations strives to improve the status of oppressed people throughout the world . 1 4
The present-day Anti-Slavery Society has three speci fic goals:
1) the elimination of all forms of slavery and forced labor; 2) the defense of the interests of opp : essed and threatened indigenous peoples; 3 ) the promot1 on of human rights in accord with the principles of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. The Soci ety has increasingly taken on human rights advocacy "including those of people neither enslaved nor in digenous," but victims who have no other voice. Diplom acy and publicity are the tools of the society and, based on long experience, the officers and members know bow to use these weapons wel1.1 5
Since 1975 the organization has prepared twenty-one reports covering a range of oppression that m ost o f us can � ot even conceive:
hunting, kill ing, and enslav1ng of the Ache Indians of Parag uay; forced labor in Equatorial Guinea; debt bond age of the An doke a South American ethnic group; traf fic of persons in ' Hong Kong; the dispossession, oppression, and killin g of peasants in Guatemala, Nicaragua El Salvador Honduras, and Bolivia; the conditio� of tin work�rs in Bolivia; bonded labor in India; child labor in Morocco, Colombia, India, Hong Kong, and many others. The Anti-Slavery Society became a serious thorn in the side of the Soviet Union in 1977 to the point that an official complaint and motion was made to have its consultative status in the United Nations revoked. The charge was that the Anti-Slavery Society, Amnesty International and the International League for Human Rights "systematically abused their consultative status in order to slander socialist countries ." 16 The resolution did not pass or even receive serious con sid eration except by socialist countries, as defined by · the Soviet Union.
In 1978 the Ford Foundation awarded the Anti-Slavery Society a substantial grant for three years of research on oppression in various parts of the world. That work is well underway and will include two reports with reference to the United States, one on Americ an Indians and their status in their native land and the secon d on the utilization of "servants" by the United Nations delegates and counsels in the United States.
Two other organizations that have made important inroads on behalf of oppressed ethnic groups and individuals are Amnesty International and the Mino rity Rights Group, both based in London, England, but wit h offices in the United States.
The Minority Rights Group was formed in 1972 as an independent and inter national non-governmental body to work on behalf of all those denied human dignity and human rights. Registered as a trust in London where its b!�e of fice is located, the group's scope is worldwide.
The individual behind the Minority Rights Group, its director from the start, is Ben Whitaker. He has written on the police, crime and society, and parks for people, but since 1972 he bas devoted nearly all his energies to the Minority Rights Group. l 8
The Minority Rights Group has two major goals. First, "by investigating and publishing facts ... it Th e really unforgiveable inhuman ity, I believ e, is our habit of viewing a person not as [an ind ividual], but distorted by a group judgment generated by often tribal emot ions. 20
The organ ization has recently opened offices in Canada and th e United Sta tes and is actively seeking su pporters in both countries.
Th e third group, and by far the best known , is Amnes ty Inte rnational.
Winner of a Nobel Peace Prize , this organization dates back to 1961 and was founded in London , England.
Th e key figure behind the group was Peter Benenson , a prominent lawyer in England . An article by Benenson in the London Ob server, May 28 , 1961, drew attention to the large number of people throughout the wo rld who we re being imprisoned solely because of their opin ions.
The article concluded: "Pressure of opin ion a hundred years ago brought about the eman cipation of the slaves.
It is now for man to in sist upon the same freedom for his mind as he won for his body ." 21 The primary concern was and still is "prison ers of conscience" without regard to color, around the wo rld . Prisoners of conscience are those people who are imprisoned to prevent them from expressing th eir opin ions . The primary goals of Amnesty Inter natio nal are: 1) to get the prisoner released from ja il, usually by a massive public pressure campaign· and 2) to aid the families of prisoners if they can '
and in whatever ways they can. 22
In July , 1961 , a meeting of national sections of already established groups was held in Lu xembourg . Belgium , France, Germany , Ire land , and Great Britain to ok part in the meeting. There are now over thirty nat ional sections .
In October , 1961 , a third meeting was held in London and established the basic aim fot· the organiza tion as "univ ersal implementat ion of t h e Universal Declara tion of Hum an R ights " and articles nine and ten "of the Europ ean Con vent ion of the R i g h ts There is no Ame rican ethnic, human , or civil rights organizat ion that bas NGO consultative status with the Un ited Nati ons.
Two years ago when the Council heard presentations from indigenous peoples , the American Indian spokespersons were beard as del egates of inter nation al groups based outside the Un ited States . 2 6
There are many who believe that so cietv' s disre gard for human rights will cost us dearly in the l � ng ru n.
Given the al ienation of ethnic people, espec1a lly those in urban centers , the greatest catastrop he �e face as a society may result from our disrega rd of bas 1c human rights . Overpopulation , pollution , nuclea : war fare , communism , we may yet deal with; but treat1ng everyone as a human being, with inherent fund amental human righ ts , regardless of color , may be too much �o ask. The gap between rich and poor , the viol ence 1n our society , and the growth and decay of modern urban centers have to do with race and human relati on s. Th e modern ci ty is at the same time a place of hop e and a place of despair , and the changes concer ning �thnicity and human rights are going to have to com e ln the city; the y will be much longer coming in the rural areas o f the country , homogeno us as they are.
Our present -day urban industr ial way of life is dying.
It is self-destroying--not only for ethnic groups, they are only in the forefront.
The urban industrial way of life is based on a view of egocentric peop!e who are creatures of desires and self-gratifica tio�. not as individuals with human rights.
We now accept 'he notion set forth by Peter Drucker called the "marketing concept"--the purpose of industry is no longer to produce goods which a�e needed by human beings, but rather to create a market. 2 ' Ethnicity and human rights should be on the minds of everyone and shoul d be a major concern to all ethnic groups. We al l have an ethnic background and we are all human; we have fundamental h��an rights, and we cannot count on a few international organizations to save the day. Ethnicity, human rights, compassion, understanding, an d race relations are all intertwined, and we must admit we do have a problem, and recognize that we are a part of it.
We need, at a broader level, to begin to think about solutions. Any solution will be difficult and will run the risk of being condemned as simplistic or idealistic. One of the more promising developments to emerge in recent years is the concept of global education. Defined as the "process of achieving global perspective," global education is gathering supporters in many countries around the world. Jan L. Tucker suggests that by adding international human rights at the base content for global education, the major weak ness seen by critics, that is lack of content, is large ly removed. Other, and perhaps related content areas are available: food, population, environmental issues, war and peace studies. "International human rights has an especially important contribution to offer to the content of global education." 28 The addition of ethnic ity will add further to the content areas and supplement themes identified by UNESCO in the 1974 recommendations concerning ap propriate curriculum areas J.. "the principle of nondiscrimination," and "equality. " 2 � 
Approac hes, ob j ectives , pr i nc i �les , strat egies, teacher training s u g gestions were d�scussed.31 Thus the ground work and rationale have been laid. The current need is for increas ed promotio n, re fineme nt and continued development.
Florida International
'
University has a grant from the Department of Educa tion 'to study the incorporatio n of internati onal rights into general education and professional prog rarns.:i� One more needed addition is th e concept of ethnicity .
Ethnic Studies has an important internati onal obli gation which, to date, has been virtually ignored. Nevertheless, education does hold one possible solu tion in the area of ethnicity and human rights.
One cautionary note regarding education, ethnicity , and human rights must be made.
At the 1980 U.N.
Sub-Commission on Human Rights meeting, where debate focused on racism and racial discrimination and was devoted "mainly to a discussion of education in human rights," Patrick Montgomery of the Anti-Slavery Society wrote that human rights:
promises to be a controversial subject, strewn with pitfalls for the unwary.
If we are not careful we shall find we have taught people their rights and encouraged them to for get their obligations; or we shall scare them with tales of atrocities or put wrong ideas into their heads; or, lest we do that, refrain from telling them the truth.33 watergate, if nothing else, demonstrate � the �ccuracy of the message.
As people devoted to l1b:rat 1 on, we need to ensure that the debate, the learn l ng, th � h t education , is not distorted . We need to . ens � re police brutality, especially toward s membe rs of ethnic minorities, is widesp read and se�e�� · resulting in death in many cases.
Althou g is probably not due to official poli cy , it is undoub te dly able to occur so frequently because it is officially tolerated. 34
Tbere is a relation ship between human rights and ethnic tty The huma n rights organizations of the world need to �nite and stand firm on violations of such rights wbere ver they occu r. (December 10, 1980).
